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July 2010
Dear Sirs,

Stamford Civic Society is very concerned about the number of unauthorised alterations being undertaken to Listed Buildings, particularly within the Stamford Conservation Area.

Undertaking works without first obtaining Listed Building Consent and, where necessary, Planning Permission, not only runs the risk of causing irreversible damage to historic fabric through inappropriate works but also renders the person/s causing such works to be carried out liable to prosecution and enforcement action requiring removal and/or reversal of the works.  

The Civic Society are therefore contacting local businesses such as yourselves who are most likely to be involved in introducing new people/businesses to the area who are likely to want to carry out changes to buildings, in an attempt to reduce, and ideally avoid, cases where works are carried out without the appropriate authorisation.

Works of alteration and extension to a Listed Building that require formal Consent include:
· Changes to the external colour scheme 

· Additions to the exterior of the building, such as signs, alarms, satellite dishes, canopies etc. 

· Removal of internal features, such as fireplaces, mouldings, removal of original doors and walls.

The above list is not exhaustive and the Conservation Officers of the Local Authority (South Kesteven District Council) should be contacted to discuss any prospective alterations and the procedure for making a formal application.  The Council has published a Shopfront Design guide for Stamford that is available free of charge and can also be viewed on the Authority’s website at the following address:

http://www.southkesteven.gov.uk/CHttpHandler.ashx?id=2746&p=0 
The Civic Society is consulted on all applications for Listed Building Consent in Stamford, and has members with considerable local knowledge and expertise in dealing with historic buildings. We are happy to be contacted for informal discussions to offer help, preferably by e-mail at info@stamfordcivicsociety.org.uk.
The Society is currently working with South Kesteven District Council to produce a leaflet on this subject and we will make sure that you have copies when they are available.  In the meantime, please remind new occupants/owners of the need to obtain the appropriate before carrying out work to historic buildings.

Yours faithfully

Gwyneth Gibbs 
Chairman
